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North Dakota Plans First Envirothon

Thefirst state AnEnvirothonworkshopwasheld Aug. 16 and 17, 1999, in Bismarck, N.D.

Envirothon Forty individual sfromthroughout North Dakotaattendedthetraining. Represen-

competitionis tativesfrom soil conservationdigtricts, theNatural ResourcesConservation

being plannedfor Service, resource conservation and devel opment councils, public school systems,

North Dakota. and state agenci esrecei ved trai ning about therequirementsand rulesof an

TheCoadlitionfor Envirothoncompetition.

Conservationand

Environmentd If youareinterestedin organizingalocal/regiona Envirothonor volunteeringto

Education (C*E?) help at the state Envirothonin May, please contact Dianne Olson, state

isorganizingthe envirothon coordinator, at

outdoor environ-
mental skillscompetition
for highschool students.

TheEnvirothon Programstartedin
1979in Pennsylvaniabut hasnow
spread to anumber of statesthrough-
out thecountry. Every year, the
Envirothonfocusesonfour main
topics: wildlife, forestry, soilsand
aguatics. A fifthenvironmentd issueis
selected at random. Thefifthtopic
chosenfor theyear 2000 competition
iswetlands.

North Dakota'sEnvirothonissched-
uledfor May 8, 2000, at Wesley
Acresnear Valley City, N.D. Upto
10teamsare expected to compete.
Thewinningteamwill advancetothe
national competitioninNovaScotia
Aug. 1through 6, 2000.

701.845.1674.

TheCoditionfor
Conservationand Environ-
mental Education (C°E?)is
agroup of agencies,
organizationsandindividu-
asinterestedinproviding
qudity environmentd
educationfor North Dakota
youth. Currently, thereare
47 membersfromacross
thestate. If youareinter-
estedinlearning moreabout
C?E?, pleasecontact Jim
CallinsJr. at

701.328.5161.

Envirothon Coordinator Dianne Olson explains the
history of the competition at an August workshop.



Scout Troop 54 Stencils Drains in Mandan

Scout Troop 54 recently completeda
sormdrainstenciling programin
Mandan, N.D. Under theleadership
of Eagle Scout Jeremiah Trnka, 20
scoutstook to thestreetsof Mandan
Sept. 25, 1999. The scoutsused
paint and stencilstoleavethemes-
sage"DumpNoWaste... Feeds
FreshWater" on curbsthroughout
town.

Scout Troop 54 received two mon-
etary donationsthat enabled themto
purchasepaint, goggles, brooms,
glovesand safety vests. Stencilswere
donated by theU.S. Bureau of
Reclamation.

Stencilswere placed so that part of
themessagewassituated onthe
vertical curb, andtherest of the
messagewasonthehorizontal part of
thecurband gutter. Spray paintwas
applied, and thestencil wasthen
removed. Scoutsattemptedtoplace

Scouts from Troop 54 stencil Mandan storm drains.

stencilsasnear tostormdraininlets
aspossible. About 550 stencilswere
paintedinMandan.

Hats off to Scout Troop 54!

Jim Collins Jr. (right) from the North Dakota Department of Health presents
donor checks to Troop 54 Scout leader Jim Steiman (center) and Eagle Scout

candidate Jeremiah Trnka (left).

During the spring of 1999, two
separate incidents led to the
dischargeof pollutantsinto
surface waters in the Bismarck-
Mandan area. In Bismarck,
used motor oil was dumped into
astorm drain that discharged
into Hay Creek, atributary of
Apple Creek and the Missouri
River. The second incident
involved anillegal dischargeof
hazardous waste into the
Mandan City storm sewer
system. Mandan's storm sewer
system discharges to the Heart
River and eventually into the
Missouri River.




Scout Troop 54 stenciled this important message.

Some "Oily" Facts...

4 Onequartof oil
ncontaminate
ptotwomillion
@lonsof drinking
vater.

--U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency

¢ |f you pour theoil downastorm
draininthestreet, youarepolluting
nearby lakesandrivers. Didyou
know that most storm sewersdo
not goto awastewater treatment
plant? If you pour fivequartsof oil
fromyour car downthestorm
sewer,itcancreateanoil slick the
sizeof twofootball fields.
--University of Wisconsin
Extension Service

¢ Theamount of oil inoneoil change
canruinaday'swater supply fora
small city. Or, put another way, just
onequart of oil will ruinthetasteof
250,000gallonsof water.

Oneail changefromonecar engine
pouredintoastormdraincancreate
an8-acreoil dick, harmingaguaticlife
andstuntingor killingaguaticplants.
Qil filmsonthesurfaceof thewater
block sunlight,impair photosynthesis
and prevent therepleni shment of
dissolved oxygen, whichcanleadto
fishkills.

Evenoil thatisdumped ontheground

eventua ly findsitsway intostreams,

riversandgroundwater. Oil staysin

theenvironmentalongtime. Itmay

takeyearstobiodegrade.

--Texas Natural Resource
Conservation Commission

Girl Scout Water
Drop Patch
Project Unveiled

Inlate October, EPA announcedthe
release of anew Water Drop Patch
Project, acollaborativeeffort be-
tweentheGirl Scoutsof theUSA
and EPA. Theproject, whichbegan
asapilotintheWashington,D.C.,
area, isnow national. Theproject
includes20differentwatershed
activitiesinwhich Girl Scoutscanget
involved. Oncethey completea
required number of activities, Girl
Scoutsearn awater drop patchto
wear onthelr uniforms.

Thepurposeof theprojectisto
encouragegirlsto:

+ Makeadifferenceintheir
communitiesby becomingwater-
shed andwetland stewards.

¢+ Usetheir skillsandtheir knowl-
edgetoeducateothersintheir
community about theneedto
protect thenation'sval uablewater
resources.

¢+ Explorethenatural worldtogain
aninterestinscienceand math.

+ Usethelnternet asasource of
information.

Toassistwiththeprogram, EPA
publishedaWater Drop Patch
Project bookl et with detail ed back-
groundinformationabout water-
sheds, polluted runoff, wetlands,
groundwater anddrinkingwater.
ThebookletisavailableonEPA's
web pageat:
http://www.epa.gov.adopt/patch

(EPA Water News - 10/28/99)




Team Does Eight Pollution Reduction Projects in First Year

by Scott Kraus, Jamestown Sun staff writer

Editor's note: This article was
reprinted with permission from the
Jamestown Sun.

A Jamestown-basedteamthat pro-
videsfreeengineering servicesfor
projectstohel pcontrol nonpoint
sourcepollutionhascompletedeight
projects and done over 40 topo-
graphical surveysinitsfirstyear,an
officid sad.

TheBest Management Practices
Team, whichgets60 percent of its
fundingfromthefedera government,
hashel ped compl eteover $250,000
worthof projects, said Shane
Kjellberg, agricultura engineer forthe
team.

Theteamhasworked onalivestock
wastetreatment system, usedlow
dikesto prevent aspring runoff stream
fromwashingthroughafarmstead,
designedlivestock water suppliesand
hel pedto prevent bank erosion.
Projectshavebeeninthecountiesof
LaMoure, Emmons,and Griggs.
Noneof theprojectshavebeenin
Stutsman County, yet.

Theteam, whichconsistsof Kjellberg
andacivil engineeringtechnician,
beganworking 13monthsagoinJuly
1998. It may add asecond civil

engineeringtechnicianby nextsummer.

Theteamworkson projectsto control
runoff fromcommunities, agricultura
areas, and constructionsitesinto
wetlands, streams, andlakesinthe22
countiesof thewatershedsfor the
Jamesand SheyenneRivers.

Livestock can impact North Dakota's water resources.

"Itwill concernjust about anything
that affectswater quality, aslongas
it'snot point-source,” Kjellbergsaid.
"Ourmainfocusisagriculture.

L ocal coordinatorsfor thewater-
shedsandsoil conservationdistricts
locatefarmersinterestedinimprove-
ment projects. ThentheBMPteam
iscontactedtoprovideany required
survey andengineeringwork.

For example, largecattleherdsthat
canimpact statewatersnow need a
permittooperate. That hascreated
work for theteam.

"They hadkind of ademandfor
theseprojects, andthey didn't have
anyonetoturntoforit,” hesaid.
"Sothat'swheretheneedfor the
teamcamein.”

Producerswho want to do aproject
canget 60 percent funded by the
federal government under Section
319 of the 1987 amendmentstothe
CleanWater Act.
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Thelandowner canprovidethe40
percent matchwithcashorin-kind
services. "Soalot of themhavebeen
abletowork their 40 percent of f
throughtheirtimeandlabor," hesaid.

TheBMPteamalsohasatruck with
adrillingrigtotakerequiredbore
samplesof soil for someprojects.
Theequipment cost atotal of about
$48,000, and savesthelandowner
overleasingonefor projects.

Thefreeengineeringservicesfromthe
team maketheproject evenmore
affordable. Landownersprobably
couldn't afford many of theprojectsif
they hadtopay for privateengineer-
inghelp.

Theteammembersdon't make
anythingabovetheiryearly salaries.
Kjellbergreceivesabout $50,000a
year, andtheengineeringtechnicians
receiveabout $30,000 ayear.

(Team...cont. on page 5)




(Team...cont. from page 4)

Sixty percent of thefundingfor the
team comesfrom Section319. The
fundsareadministeredby thestate
Health Department. Theteamgets
the40percent|local matchfor salaries
andequipment fromparticipating
agenciesintheareathatit covers.

TheSouth Central DakotaRegional
Council, adevelopment group based
inJamestown, hel ped spearheadthe
formation of theteamand provides
officespacehereasanin-kind match.
TheBM Pteam'sbudget ran about
$138,000thefirst year and $120,000
thisyear for theteam, accordingto
Kjdlberg.

KjellberggraduatedfromNorth
DakotaStateUniversity inFargo
1993withadegreeinagricultural
engineering. Heworked at asoil and
water conservationdistrictfor ayear
andahalf, thenspent threeyears
workingonwatershedimprovements
inNew Y ork state. Heenjoysthe
work here.

"Thenicethingaboutthisjobiswhile
| spendalot of timeintheoffice, |
spendalot of timeinthefield, too,"
hesaid.

Heexpectsthat theteamwill have
morerequeststohel pwith projects

asitbecomesbetter knowninthe
area.

A BMPteamin South Dakotasaw
demandforitsservicesincrease
greatly onceithad completed several
projects.

"Oncethey got somepeopleonthe
ground, andlandownerswerehappy
withit--itsolditself,” hesaid.

1999 Summer Institute Impresses Educators

by Bill Sharff, Project WET coordinator

TheSummer InstituteonWater
Resourcesfor Educatorsand Y outh
Leaderswasheld July 19through 23,
1999, at the 4-H Camp near
Washburn, N.D., with 37 participants
attending. Theingtituteusesavariety
of outdoor investigationunits(i.e.,

longtour of four nearby
water-useprojects. Also
includedwasapresenta-
tionabout statewideand
regional water resource

"Project WET was AWESOME!"

- Jennifer Fisk, preservice teacher at
the University of North Dakota.

managementissues. The
Summer | nstitutewastaught by

Thelnstitutewasfundedinpartby a
Section 319 nonpoint sourcepollution
grant, theStateWater Commission,
county water resourcedistricts, soil
conservationdistricts, school districts,
and CooperativePower Inc.

Next summer'sinstitutei sscheduled
for July 17 through 21, 2000, at
Washburn, N.D.

groundwater, severa Project WET
wetland, stream _ facilitatorsandmany
andlake) to "I feel I'mleaving much water resourceprofes-
study how better informed. Keep sionalsrepresenting
humanand doing this workshop." stateandfederal
naturei_ environ- - Linda Fisher, grades agencies,includi ngt_he
mentsinteract seven and eight counselor at StateWater Commis-
withinther West Fargo Middle School sion,theNorth
watersheds. DakotaDepartment of
Health,theU.S.
Altogether, betweenthefiedinvesti- Geologica Survey
gationdaysandtheprogramming andtheNatural
completed at the4-H Camp, ingtitute ResourcesCon-

participantsexperienced 17 hands-on
interactiveK-12activitiesfrom
Project WET curriculummaterias.
Educatorshad theopportunity to
choosefromtwo optionsfor aday-

servationService.

"I'm going home energized and full

of ideas to teach my students.”
- lvan Miller, grades eight through 12
teacher at Milnor High School




UpCOmlng Events Quality Water is published

quarterly by the North Dakota NPS

December 8-9, 1999 -- North Dakota Chapter Soil and Water Conserva- Pollution Task Force.

tion Society's Annual Meeting, " Carbon Sequestration Forum: Beneficial
Storage of Atmospheric Carbon," Doublewood Inn, Bismarck, N.D. For
more information, call Jackie Henderson at 701.530.2077 days or
701.222.4615evenings.

North DakotaNPS Pollution
Management Program Coordinator:
Greg Sandness 701.328.5232
January 12, 2000 -- "Diversity, Direction, and Dollars" IV Workshop, Editor: MelissaMiller 701.328.5226
9:30am. - 4:30 p.m., Travelodge, Dickinson, N.D. Program detailswill be
available at alater date. For more information, contact Bonnie Twogood at
701.225.3811 or your local soil conservation district or extension service
office.
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June 26-30, 2000 -- "The Big Muddy: River of Dreams," Missouri River
Cultural History Institute, Western 4-H Camp, Washburn, N.D. Call Bill

Sharff at 701.328.4833 for more information.

July 17-21, 2000 -- North Dakota Summer Institute on Water Resources,
Western 4-H Camp, Washburn, N.D. Call Bill Sharff at 701.328.4833 for
moreinformation.
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